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“We usually don't have much
idea of what job we will do after

N

"Before this visit, | used to think architects and
engineers only designed buildings, but now |
know it involves many different jobs. This visit

graduating, so this programme gives
us some insights in the corporate
world.”

was useful because | also learned what | should
study if | want to enter this industry”
- Jennifer Chow - Katy Choy
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Chamber in Review FHEE

Designing
Our Future

hrough the centuries, archi-
Ttecture has often been used as

a statement of power, wealth
and vision. It is easy to imagine how
designers can constantly push the
boundaries of aesthetics and height,
especially when you see buildings,
such as Burj Al Arab, which merge
planning, architecture and artistic
design.

To learn more about this fas-
cinating sector, 29 students from
Holy Family Canossian College vis-
ited AECOM, under the Chamber’s
Business-Schools Partnership Pro-
gramme.

“We create, enhance, and sus-
tain the world’s natural beauty,” Dr
Thomas Tang, Director, Corporate
Sustainability, Asia, told students,
before introducing recent AECOM
projects in Hong Kong.

“Being a master planner, you
need to know everything related
to humans, not just the technical
aspects of buildings and architec-
ture,” said Canny Ma, Associate

Director, Planning, Tourism and
Hospitality, PDD, Hong Kong.

She then showed students how
the company’s professionals go
about master planning, including
projects such as urban planning in
Abu Dhabi, theme park develop-
ment in Hainan, and incorporating
“Smart Tourism” at Taiwan’s Yang-
mingshan National Park.

“In Abu Dhabi, the most chal-
lenging thing was how to coordinate
our services with different parties,
especially with those famous archi-
tects. As a designer, the satisfaction
always comes from seeing your
designs turn into reality, and how
these structures influence others’
lives,” she said.

Stephanie Lai, Landscape Archi-
tect, PDD, introduced the project to
revitalizing the old Kai Tak Airport
site.

“We need to have a concept
before starting any design. We have
to think of what elements will be
put in Kai Tak Runway Park,” said

Euphen Wong, Landscape Designer,
PDD, Hong Kong. By utilizing
the geographical strength of Kai
Tak, Euphen explained how they
designed the park by integrating the
three elements: mountain, harbour
and city.

Stephanie further illustrated
some interesting elements they
added to the park, such as paper
airplane shaped chairs. “Adding ele-
ments we encounter in our daily
lives can evoke resonance among
people, that’s how we make the park
look more interesting” she added.

On their second visit to the com-
pany, students were given a guided
tour to Kai Tak Runway Park to see
how the design concepts have been
incorporated into the park. ¥

4 “I now know more about this company and 4 “Choosing a job or industry will
the different projects that they have done. be a challenge when we enter
The most impressive one to me is the Kai Tak the workplace, so learning about
Runway Park, which revitalizes the old airport different sectors is very useful in
into a park while keeping some historical helping us make that choice.”
elements.” - Grace Yiu
- Christine Fan
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